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To KNOW Christ,
to GROW in Christ, and
to SHOW Christ

Please join us in welcoming Pastor Mark Williams and
his family to Messiah Church of York!

Pastor Mark brings a wealth of experience, compassion, and
spiritual guidance to our congregation, and we are eager to
embark on this new journey together. His wife, Kelley, and
their seven children are equally excited to become part of
our community. Let us extend our warmest greetings and
support to them as he settles into his new role. Together, we
look forward to growing in faith, love, and service under
Pastor Mark’s inspiring leadership.




FROM THE
EDITOR

If you have any questions
about the Newsletter or you
would like to have an article

placed in The Messenger,
please send the submission

to me by the 15th of the
month. Feedback is always
appreciated.

jesned71@gmail.com
or by phone at 717-332-0203

Did you know we are on
Facebook?

Check us out at
Messiah Church of York Facebook, or

www.facebook.com/northyorkmessiah/

You can watch our services and see
current updates.
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Dear Messiah Family,

It is with great enthusiasm and excitement that | have accepted the
call to come and be the senior pastor at Messiah Church of York!

| passionately believe that God created the local church to be the
hope of the world. The local church is God's plan to spread the
Gospel throughout the world. Messiah Church, strategically placed
on a hill in North York, has a unique opportunity to impact the
community in powerful and transformational ways through the
Gospel message.

Jesus said in John 12:32...
“And I, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to
Myself.”

Believing this promise to be true, let’s lift Jesus up in intentional and
relevant ways so we can see our community drawn to Him.

Here are three things | would like you to consider as we begin serving
together.

First, lets be praying for God to come work among us in ways that
we could never take credit forl! Let's ask God to come and work in
ways that we could never imagine or dream, ways that cause us all
to agree "that could only be God!!"

Second, lets agree together from the start that we are going to
expect God to work in powerful and miraculous ways among us
rather than simply hoping something might happen. The Bible
clearly tells us who God is, and that we can hold onto God's
promises. | hope as time progresses, we can get into the habit of just
saying ‘not surprised” when people surrender to Christ, when
marriages are restored, hearts are revived, and people get excited
because God is working exactly as the Bible tells us He will!!

Third, during this time of prayer and searching after God's will for our
lives in this process, God gave my wife and | two words:

NO LIMITS. | think these words perfectly apply to the potential of what
God wants to do among us. If we are willing to be an open-minded,
forward-thinking, Biblically-grounded church, | imagine there are no
limits to what God can do at Messiah. | can't wait to find out!

Let's go!! Let’s shine the hope of Jesus from this hill!!

Vst Mook Wl



Dear Messiah Church,

I thank my God every time | remember you, constantly
praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you,
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until
now. -Philippians 1:3-5

Over the last 24 years | have said “Goodbye” to five different
churches. Each time it seems to get more difficult. The time
has come for me to say “Goodbye” to Messiah York. | hope and
pray that when this article is published a new pastor is already
serving Messiah York, or soon will be.

It was in the summer of 2023, Ben called me and asked if |
would fill in preaching till a new pastor was found. | enjoyed
being with you for those eight weeks. | was saddened and
surprised when Ben called in December asking me to provide
some pastoral support for Messiah York. It was a blessing to
get to know Christian and Aria and work with them and
Messiah York through a challenging time.

Now, as the pastoral search concludes, it is time for me to
focus fully on my church planning endeavor on the West Shore
of Harrisburg. This sounds bad, but | hope Ben never needs to
call me again! | will be available to you as a resource and help
if called upon, but | am trusting my time at Messiah York will
serve as a footnote in your history. | know God has great things
in store for you, and | am glad to have been at least a little part
of your journey.

May God richly bless you, may the love of Jesus surround you,
and may the power of the Holy Spirit fill you. Now and
forevermore. Amen.

Pev. V. Lestie P Jowsey

Thank You, Pastor Les!

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to
Pastor Les Towsey for stepping in during our time
of need. His unwavering spiritual guidance,
support, and leadership have been a beacon of
hope for us all. Pastor Les has truly kept us
moving forward and we are deeply thankful for
his presence and commitment to our Messiah
community. We wish him many blessings in his
future endeavors.

Weth appveiation, yowy bviendy fvom 77@”;@% Chuwyoh
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If you would like to
sponsor flowers, please
contact Nancy at the
church office.

2024 Prices
Sconces $48.00
Centerpieces $33.00
Rosebud in Vase $9.00

—

Quotes to live by,
Dee Gembe

"A good example
is the best sermon.”

"You don’t have to worry
about eyestrain from
looking on the brighter
side of life.”




MESSIAH'S
DISCIPLES

Getting to know Kohan
better...

Kohan is an energetic six-year-old who is
about to start second grade at York Suburban.
He channels his enthusiasm into playing
baseball for the York Little League Dragons,
where his favorite part of the game is hitting.
Kohan also enjoys watching football and is an
avid fan of the Miami Dolphins.

1) What do you think is the coolest thing
God ever made??

Animals or food, because | like to eat.

2) What do you like to do in your spare
time?

I enjoy playing video games, my favorite
is Spider Man & Fall Guys.

3) Could you tell me something about
yourself most people would not know?

I just lost my 2nd tooth. | like to collect
Pokémon cards & fidget Spinners.

4) You attended YCDC this year, what was
your favorite part about camp?

My favorite part was going swimming at
the pool and Cherry Crest Farms.

BY JAMIE NATO

It's gardening season, and the thing about having ADHD is that we
go really hard into hobbies. We may spend an inordinate amount
of time and money on something we might not be able to
maintain for too long, but by golly, it keeps us busy and
entertained for a bit. My hobby this year was gardening. “At least
it's useful!” I say to my husband as he sees another trip to the local
nursery pop up on the bank statement.

More than what it's providing for us physically, | am finding so
much spirituality there too. Here are a few things God is teaching
so far:

1. Remember when | moved the peonies?

They did bloom wonderfully last summer, to my relief. But oddly,
this summer they only gave me one round of blooms as opposed
to three or four in years past. | stood over them wondering how |
could have helped them grow better or what was going on. The
thought occurred to me that sometimes grief shows up belated.
They were traumatized from the move, they were doing their best,
and this year just wasn't their year to produce like crazy. | found
myself having compassion for the peonies and their big move, not
bitterness that they didn't make enough flowers for me. | pruned
and fed them, and let them just be. It made me wonder how
attentive God is to us, how He isn't interested in our productivity,
but in our well-being. How He stands in the hot sun, with the
shears and the nutrients, and compassionately understands why
we just can't be so useful and bloomy all the time. If | am like this
over flowers, what is God like over me.

2.1 started my cucumbers from seed this year.

This is something | said | would never do because | wasn't “good at
plants.” The funny thing about listening to yourself is that you start
to believe those words eventually. As it turns out, | am not bad at
plants at all, | was just afraid of failure and afraid to try something
new. Once | gave myself permission to give it a try, | actually loved
itt My cucumbers are producing like crazy. Yesterday | pulled five
off the vine and squealed with delight at how one little seed could
make such a bounty. | was slicing them to make pickles and saw
there were thousands of seeds in one cucumber. God in His very
nature, down to our own vegetables, tells a story of His
abundance. He doesn’t run out of seeds or goodness towards you.
He is a God of abundance. It reminds me of the fishes and loaves
story in the Bible: You bring Him a small thing, and He multiplies it a
thousand times.


https://incourage.me/2022/05/consider-the-peony-bush-how-much-more-will-god-care-for-you.html

3.In past years, | never pruned my basil.

| would only take leaves from the stem when | was cooking but
that's about it. In the summer heat, they would bolt up tall and
flower and lose their steam. This year, | learned the proper way to
prune and | was really nervous it might not work. But | did it
anyway, scared. Now, | have a basil forest! | can't make enough
pesto and am begging my neighbors to come grab some. It
reminds me of God pruning us; it doesn't feel like it's doing
anything but feeling bad. It feels like He's taking something away
from us. But remember, we don't love an angry, spiteful God. We
love a generous and abundant God. And what | love about
pruning my basil is that even the stems | cut off, when put in
water, create roots and are used to make even more basil plants.
Everything pruned is used for good somehow. For us and for
others.

4. The other day, the tops of my carrots were huge and showy and
magnificent.

| decided they were ready to be pulled. | was so excited as | lifted
them out... until | looked at the carrots. Short and stubby, and not
even enough to make much of anything with them. I laughed and
googled what went wrong. “Clay soil doesn't give carrots enough
room to grow. You must add sand.” Sure enough, my soil was
really thick. | planted the right seed — but in the wrong kind of soil.
Next year, I'll know better and improve. | think about that with the
dreams God has entrusted me with. Sometimes | plant them in
the wrong kind of soil and when it doesn’t work, | quit. What those
dreams needed wasn't inattentiveness, or quitting, they needed
more space, not less! Ask God if there’'s a dream that needs
more space in your life and see what He shows you.

Lest I bore you with more lessons (trust me, | have endless ones!),
I mostly want to tell you:

“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man
took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all
seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and
becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its
branches.” -Matthew 13:31-32

Maybe you're not a gardener, but the Bible is full of seed and
garden language because it is something physical and tangible
we can look at and say,

“What is God doing with the small things? What is He doing with
my tiny seeds planted in hope?”

| tell you, nature is proclaiming that He is doing much with them!

MESSIAH'S
DISCIPLES

Getting to know Josh
better...

Josh, 46, has built a fulfilling life both in and out
of the workplace. He is a graduate of Lincoln
Tech, and serves as the production manager at
ETEMCO. Outside of his career, Josh's passion for
baseball shines through his involvement with
the York Little League. As the league's president,
he not only oversees operations but also enjoys
coaching, umpiring, and mentoring young
athletes. Josh and his wife Laura, who have
been happily married for 18 years, are proud
parents to Colton and Natalie.

1) What is your favorite way to worship God?

Hearing a sermon that steps on your toes
while giving you a hug. Surrounding the
sermon with songs in the 300's from the
hymnal.

2) Do you have any any favorite memories
from Messiah Church?

Helping the kitchen ladies clean up after
special events. Those ladies were a hoot!

3) Is there something you would like to thank
God for today?

Family (even the extended ones). | am
blessed with not only the ones at home,
but with many cousins, aunts, and uncles
that all support each other.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2013%3A31-32&version=NIV

MESSIAH'S MISSIONS

Messiah's outreach ministry works with local
community partners to help serve the needs of others.
Showing and sharing God's love can start right here
in our neighborhood.

Samaritans Purse

AUGUST OUTREACH
Samayifarn'y Puyye

to benefit their International Relief Efforts.

Wik Lt
Monetary Donation Drive

Donations can be dropped off in the box in narthex throughout August.
Checks can be made payable to Messiah Church, Memo - Samaritan’s Purse.

Samaritan’s Purse is a non-denominational evangelical Christian organization providing
spiritual and physical aid to hurting people around the world. Since 1970, Samaritan’s Purse has
helped meet the needs of people who are victims of war, poverty, natural disasters, disease, and
famine with the purpose of sharing God’s love through His Son, Jesus Christ.

For more information, go to their website is www.samaritanspurse.org



SAMARITAN’S PURSE

Here are a few ways they are helping around the world.

North American Ministries responds quickly when natural
disasters strike, deploying an army of volunteers to come
alongside homeowners to bring relief and compassion in
Jesus’ Name. They also lead construction projects in remote
Alaska and other parts of the world.

Internationally they pre-position supplies in warehouses
strategically located around the world so they can quickly
respond to crises. They are able to provide clean water,
food, shelter, medicine, and basic supplies.

World Medical Mission exists to address these needs by
sending Christian medical and dental professionals on
short-term trips to partnering mission hospitals and clinics
around the world.

The Children’s Heart Project. For more than 25 years,
Samaritan’'s Purse has arranged for critical congenital heart
surgery for 1,500+ boys and girls from over a dozen
countries.

The Greta Home and Academy is providing a Christian
environment for orphans and vulnerable children in the
Leogane community in Haiti.

Operation Heal Our Patriots. Many people across the United
States are praying for these wounded veterans and their
spouses—that God will use their week in Alaska through
Operation Heal Our Patriots to bring them both rest and a
new start with God and each other.

Operation Christmas Child. Since 1993, over 220 million boys
and girls in more than 170 countries and territories have
experienced God’s love through the power of simple shoebox
gifts from Operation Christmas Child. Samaritan’s Purse
works with local churches and ministry partners to deliver
the gifts and share the life-changing Good News of Jesus
Christ.

The Greatest Journey is a 12-lesson discipleship course
designed for Operation Christmas Child shoebox recipients.

Samaritan’s Purse




YORK COMMUNITY
DAY CAMP

Thank You Messiah!

YCDC would like to extend our deepest appreciation to the supportive
congregations of Messiah Church and Zion UMC, our generous volunteers,
and devoted staff. Your prayers, time, and donations have been
instrumental in the success of this year's camp.

Thanks to your support, we were able to make a positive impact on many
local children in our community. Your kindness allowed us to offer
nourishing meals, creative activities, exciting trips, and special programs
that create a safe and nurturing space for the children. Together, we have
made lasting memories and paved the way for a brighter future for these
young individuals.
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YORK COMMUNITY
DAY CAMP

Summer Camp Fun

Bowling at Colony Park East & Laser Alley, A Prayer Circle, Craft Fun,
and Forgotten Friends Reptile Sanctuary.




July 2024

Yore commun
DAY CAMF

Summer Camp Fun

York County Sheriff K-9 Unit,
Outdoors at Messiah, and Cherry Crest Farms.




Summer Camp Fun

Hershey’'s Chocolate World & Zoo America,
Nixon Park and Lincolnway Pool.




CALLING ALL
MUSICIANS

Special Music
starts in June and runs through
Labor Day weekend.

Thank you Kirk Frey for your beautiful trumpet and flugelhorn playing throughout the service! Thank you
Messiah Praise for helping to lead the hymn singing! Thank you Evan Patrizio for sharing your woodwind
talents with us! Thank you Beanie Rogers for such beautiful musical inspiration! Thank you to the wonderful
sister duo, Jan Frey & Jill Argie for sharing your remarkable musical talents with us!

The 2024/25 choir season is about to reconvene. If you are interested in singing with this amazing group of
vocal musicians, please consider joining us on Thursday evenings from 7:00 - 8:00.

And, as always, please make your desires to share your unique musical talents be known. We are inspired by
a wide array of musical gifts!




Job Receives Blessings

Then, after Job had prayed for his three friends, the
Lord made him prosperous again and gave him twice
as much as he had had before. All Job's brothers and
sisters and former friends came to visit him and
feasted with him in his house. They expressed their
sympathy and comforted him for all the troubles the
Lord had brought on him. Each of them gave him
some money and a gold ring.

The Lord blessed the last part of Job's life even more
than he had blessed the first.

JOB 42:10-16 (GNT)

Do Bllessing

DON'T SETTLE FOR LESS THAN YOU'RE CALLED TO BLESS
BY MARK BATTERSON

God doesn’t bless us to raise our standard of living. God blesses us to raise our standard of
giving, and that's where true joy is found.

His discovery started with a simple experiment. Whenever Batterson received a blessing, he would give a
similar blessing away. If someone paid him a compliment or gave him a gift or went out of their way to
help him, he would return the favor by doing something similar for someone else.

We flip the blessing by blessing others in the way God has blessed us. That's how the blessing becomes a
double blessing. It turns giving into a game—one we can’t win because God will always out give us! It's an
ancient truth found within the Abrahamic covenant: “I will bless you ... and you will be a blessing.”

In other words, we are blessed to bless. The first blessing is receiving, but it doesn’t end there. The second
blessing is giving it away! That's the double blessing. And that’s where double joy is found.

In a day and age where the idea of blessing has been reduced to a hashtag (#blessed), Batterson
challenges readers to pursue true, God-glorifying blessing and experience an exponential impact by
participating in the double blessing.

There are several copies available in the Narthex for you to borrow, read, and return to the
table when finished for others to enjoy.


https://waterbrookmultnomah.com/authors/75404/mark-batterson

“Hope Unleashed”

Please join us at 9 am & 10:30 am.
/
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Strategically placed on a hill in North York,
Messiah Church rises above the community
like a lighthouse or a beacon for all to see,
even from the interstate. Immersed in a world
of darkness, confusion, and despair, Messiah
Church is called to be light, truth, and hope.

In this series, we will explore the ideas that
Messiah Church is called to be the hope of the
world, is called to be a place of grace while
standing on the truth, and is called to unleash
this hope into the community and beyond.

Starting August 4, don’'t miss a Sunday!



Grace Fellowship Church of Shrewsbury is sponsoring
a weekend retreat for women of faith to get together.

September 13-15, 2024,
Mt. Asbury Retreat Center
1310 Centerville Road, Newville PA.

Life is busy, and we often overlook the God-given gift of
REST. This serves as the inspiration and theme for this time
with old friends and new. This weekend provides a rare
opportunity to pause and seek solace in God's presence
amid the hustle and bustle of daily life.

A $25 deposit is due with the registration with the final
payment due by 9/1/24.

Please contact Renee Montag for additional information
at (717) 792-1713.
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
1 Scott Inners 4 Charles and Dee Gembe
2 Josie March Jerry and Cindy Yohe
3 Virginia Foor 5 Hal and Judy Berger
5 Jean Berger ** 7 Monte and Jinny Foor
Sterling Miller 9 Lebert and Patti Christy
6 Kevin Newton 17 Amy and Bruce Shewell
/ Bradley Kise 19 Ben and Nancy Geesey
8 Stephen Hartman 23 Jay and Leanne Dacheux
9 Patti Christy

Ning Biesecker Matt and Sue Hartman
Janel Sacarellos 26 Tim and Barb Heilman
12 Robert Green 28 David and Sharon March

-
f—

14 Jalen Shope
15 Kohan Hartman
16 Ruthanne Danfelt
18 Deborah Firebaugh
Mandy Stuart
20 Elizabeth Green
24 Linda Brown
Herb Shutter ** **Denotes Shut-ins

Quinn Shope Missed Birthday or Anniversary?

25 Barry Biesecker If somehow we've missed you, call the
Nathaniel Miranda church office at 717-843-4574 or email
26 Mary Kay Barnhart the update to messiah@messiahyork.com.

We’ll be glad to add your name to our list.

31 Mark Peeling




SUN

AUGUST

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

2024

SAT

Welcome Pastor
Mark Williams

9:00 am Worship
9:15 am
Sunday School
10:30 am Worship/
Children’s Church

7

10:00 am Bible
Study will continue
with Pastor Mark

10

1"

9:00 am Worship
9:15 am

Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

12

Meat & Greet w/
Pastor Mark
Williams

Hoss’s, West York
5:30 pm.

13

14

10:00 am Bible Study

=

15

September
Newsletter
Articles Due

16

17

18

Emigsville Band at
10:30 Service
9:00 am Worship
9:15 am
Sunday School
10:30 am Worship/
Children’s Church

19

20

21

10:00 am Bible Study

N
N

23

25

9:00 am Worship
9:15 am

Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

26

28

10:00 am Bible Study

31

Aug 4 - Nancy Geesey and Sue Miley

Aug 11 - Ashlee March and Tom & Julie Hartman

Aug 18 — Laura Graver and Abby Hartman

Aug 25 - Ashley Patrizio and Shara Hartman




James is carried over from July’s scripture readings.

James, a half-brother of Jesus, was not a follower during the Savior's time on earth. In
fact, Mark 3:21 has him thinking Jesus was “out of his mind" during his early ministry.
James finally became a believer upon seeing Jesus alive and well after the crucifixion.
He became one of the leaders of the church at Jerusalem. This book is overflowing with
wisdom, and is often thought to be among the first books that Christians read after the
Gospel of John.

Author:

'S Date Written: Period Covered:
\ 44-49 AD Universal James,
Half Brother of Jesus

First Corinthians - Apostle Paul heard there was quarrelling in the church. He was
disappointed. He had spent 18 months with the Corinthian Christians and they had been
doing well. He wanted to help them solve their quarreling. In Chapters 1-4 Paul talks
about the quarrels he's heard about and offers advice. In Chapters 5-11 Paul exposes
sins he's heard are already infesting the church. They had to do with sexual immorality,
filing lawsuits against each other, and other things. In Chapters 12-15, he helps them
understand difficult doctrines such as what speaking in tongues means. In Chapters 15-
16, he preaches the pure gospel again and encourages these believers to hold fast to
what is good.

Second Corinthians is actually the fourth letter Paul had written to this feisty group of
believers. Two of the letters were lost in history. After three bad reports of their behavior,
Paul finally got a good one. He wrote this letter to encourage them on their journey
toward the kingdom of God. Paul speaks about his own apostleship at great length in
this book. It helps you get to know him as a person. Apparently, some people in Corinth
had said he wasn't really an apostle because he didn't know Jesus until after Jesus'
death and resurrection. He corrects that. He then uses a description of his own ministry
as an exhortation for the Corinthians to live godly and open-hearted lives. He describes
how he's been honest, hopeful, and devoted while suffering, and how these things have
blessed his ministry.

0\ Date Written: Period Covered: Author:
% 55-56 AD Universal Apostle Paul

source: teachsundayschool.com



SCRIPTURE

Thursday, August 1: Psalm 119:1-88, 1
Thessalonians 5

Friday, August 2: Psalm 119:89-176, 2
Thessalonians 1

Saturday, August 3: Psalm 120-122,
2 Thessalonians 2

Sunday, August 4: Psalm 123-125, 2
Thessalonians 3

Monday, August 5: Psalm 127-129,
Acts 18

Tuesday, August 6: Psalm 130-132, 1
Corinthians 1

Wednesday, August 7: Psalm 133-
135, 1 Corinthians 2

Thursday, August 8: Psalm 136,
Psalm 146, 1 Corinthians 3

Friday, August 9: Psalm 147-148, 1
Corinthians 4

Saturday, August 10: Psalm 149-150,
1 Corinthians 5

Sunday, August 11: 1 Chronicles 1-3, 1
Corinthians 6

Monday, August 12: 1 Chronicles 4-
6, 1 Corinthians 7:1-19

Tuesday, August 13: 1 Chronicles 7-
9, 1 Corinthians 7:20-40
Wednesday, August 14: 1 Chronicles
10-12, 1 Corinthians 8

Thursday, August 15: 1 Chronicles
13-15, 1 Corinthians 9

Friday, August 16: 1 Chronicles 16,
Psalm 42, Psalm 44,1 Corinthians
10:1-18

SCRIPTURE

Saturday, August 17: Psalm 45-47, 1
Corinthians 10:19-33

Sunday, August 18: Psalm 48-50, 1
Corinthians 11:1-16

Monday, August 19: Psalm 73, Psalm
85, 1 Corinthians 11:17-34

Tuesday, August 20: Psalm 87-88, 1
Corinthians 12

Wednesday, August 21: 1 Chronicles
17-19, 1 Corinthians 13

Thursday, August 22: 1 Chronicles
20-22, 1 Corinthians 14:1-25

Friday, August 23: 1 Chronicles 23-
25, 1 Corinthians 14:26-40

Saturday, August 24: 1 Chronicles
26-27,1 Corinthians 15:1-34

Sunday, August 25: 1 Chronicles 28-
29, 1 Corinthians 15:35-58

Monday, August 26: 2 Chronicles 1-3,
1 Corinthians 16

Tuesday, August 27: 2 Chronicles 4-
6, 2 Corinthians 1

Wednesday, August 28: 2 Chronicles
7-9, 2 Corinthians 2

Thursday, August 29: 2 Chronicles
10-12, 2 Corinthians 3

Friday, August 30: 2 Chronicles 13-
14, 2 Corinthians 4

Saturday, August 31: 2 Chronicles
15-16, 2 Corinthians 5

Sunday, September 1: 2 Chronicles
17-18, 2 Corinthians 6
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PLEASE JOIN US IN PERSON

SUNDAYS

9:00 WORSHIP SERVICE
9:15 SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:30 WORSHIP SERVICE

MESSIAH

CHURCH OF YORK

1300 NORTH BEAVER STREET
YORK, PA 17404

OFFICE HOURS MON-THUR, 9:00-3:00 PM
(717)843-4574; OR EMAIL, MESSIAH@MESSIAHYORK.COM

WWW.MESSIAHYORK.COM
MESSIAH CHURCH OF YORK FACEBOOK



